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He made a pilgrimage to Gneisen, to the grave of Adal-
bert, the Apostle of Bohemia, the friend of his youth;
he entered the town as a penitent, with discrowned
head, and naked feet. At Quedlinburg he celebrated
Easter with his sister, the holy Abbess Adelheid. At
Aix-la-Chapelle, in obedience to a dream, he com-
manded the grave of the great Teutonic Emperor of the
West, Charlemagne, to be opened. The body was found
seated on a golden throne in royal apparel, with a crown
of gold and jewels, and the sceptre in his hand. Otho
took a cross of gold from his neck, and some part of his
raiment, and commanded the tomb to be again closed
over his imperial predecessor. This singular ceremony,
this investiture, as it were, by the dead Charlemagne,
at all events, this association of the two great names,
coincided with the visionary ambition of Otho, and with
the specific object of that ambition.

Nor was the successor of Gregory V. a man to
despair of the future fortunes of the world, to acquiesce
in dreaming and indolent prostration of mind in the
approaching termination of human affairs. Gerbert had
gradually risen by his great abilities; his sagacity in
ruling the minds of men ; his learning, which awed his
age; his unimpeachable morals, and his character for
profound piety, through all the successive steps of eccle-
siastical advancement to the second see in the West.

Gerbert was born near Avrillac in Auvergne,  of
obscure parentage.   He was received into the
school of the  Clugniac Abbey at Avrillac.
The abbot Gerald admired the indefatigable thirst for
knowledge and the fervent piety of the youth, who felt
himself born  for great purposes.    It happened that
Borel, the Count of Barcelona, visited the monastery;
he took the youthful student with him into Spain.